
A  SERVICE  OF  WORSHIP  FOR  ASH  WEDNESDAY
THE FIRST DAY OF LENT

February 17, 2021 6:00 P.M.

*Call To Worship Joel 2:1, 12-14

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly;
gather the people.
Let us gather and sanctify all of this congregation – young and
old, male and female, joyful and sorrow-filled.
This is a day of true repentance, a time to return to God with all our
hearts.
We return to God in true repentance  for all those things which
we have done  that we should not have done and those things we
have left undone which we should have done.  We rend our
hearts and not our garments.
We seek God’s amazing forgiveness.
We affirm that God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love.

*Opening Prayer      

O God, maker of every thing and judge of all that you have made,

from the dust of the earth you have formed us

and from the dust of death you would raise us up.

By the redemptive power of the cross, 

create in us clean hearts and put within us a new spirit,

that we may repent of our sins and lead lives worth of your

calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Who Throughout These Forty Days                              Michael Stroupe

Epistle Lesson                 II Corinthians 5:20b-6:10  

The Word of God for the people of God

Thanks be to God.

Special Music Give Me A Clean Heart Michael Stroupe

  Gospel Lesson Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Thanks be to you, Lord Christ

  The Homily Rev. Beth Faulk

  A Moment of Silent Reflection

  Invitation To The Observance of Holy Lent

  Thanksgiving Over The Ashes

  Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.

Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our mortality and

penitence, so we may remember that only by your grace are we

given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.

  Imposition of the Ashes

Remember that you are dust,

And to dust you shall return.

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen.

Jesus, Remember Me                                          Michael Stroupe

Dismissal and Blessing

Left side exits row by row down the middle isle.

Right side exits row by row through the Welcome Center.

***We will love one another by visiting outside the Sanctuary doors.

*Please stand as you are able.



Lent

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which
begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday.  Lent
comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lencten, which means,
“spring.”  The season is a preparation for celebrating Easter.
Historically, Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation
for baptism by converts and then became a time for penance by
all Christians.  The First Sunday describes Jesus’ temptation by
Satan; and the Sixth Sunday (Passion/Palm Sunday), Christ’s
triumphal entry into Jerusalem and his subsequent passion and
death.  Because Sundays are always little Easters, the
penitential spirit of Lent should be tempered with joyful
expectation of the Resurrection. 

                                         (United Methodist Book of Worship p.320)

Ash Wednesday

Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual encounter: we confront our
own mortality and confess our sin before God within the
community of faith.  The form and content of the service focus
on the dual themes of sin and death in the light of God’s
redeeming love in Jesus Christ. The use of ashes as a sign of
mortality and repentance has a long history in Jewish and
Christian worship, and the Imposition of Ashes can be a
powerful nonverbal and experiential way of participating in the
call to repentance and reconciliation.  This practice is the
historic focus of Ash Wednesday observance and gave the day
its name.  

                                          (United Methodist Book of Worship p. 321)
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The goal of Lent is not to make a plan for change and follow it
to the letter.  Rather, the goal is to make a change that sinks
deeply into life, drawing us closer to self, others, and God.
Lent is about intentionally opening ourselves, preparing to
receive God’s goodness.


	Ash Wednesday

