
Lent

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on
Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday.  Lent comes from the Anglo-
Saxon word lencten, which means, “spring.”  The season is a preparation for
celebrating Easter.  Historically, Lent began as a period of fasting and
preparation for baptism by converts and then became a time for penance by all
Christians.  The First Sunday describes Jesus’ temptation by Satan; and the
Sixth Sunday (Passion/Palm Sunday), Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem
and his subsequent passion and death.  Because Sundays are always little
Easters, the penitential spirit of Lent should be tempered with joyful expectation
of the Resurrection. 

                                         (United Methodist Book of Worship p.320)

Ash Wednesday

Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual encounter: we confront our own
mortality and confess our sin before God within the community of faith.  The
form and content of the service focus on the dual themes of sin and death in
the light of God’s redeeming love in Jesus Christ. The use of ashes as a sign
of mortality and repentance has a long history in Jewish and Christian worship,
and the Imposition of Ashes can be a powerful nonverbal and experiential way
of participating in the call to repentance and reconciliation.  This practice is the
historic focus of Ash Wednesday observance and gave the day its name.  

                                          (United Methodist Book of Worship p. 321)
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Ash Wednesday
A Service of the Word and Imposition of Ashes
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We are blessed by your presence today.

May you be aware of the power of the Holy Spirit as we worship together.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Once again, as the season of Lent begins, we are summoned by a gracious and merciful

God.

We respond to God’s steadfast love.

Let all the people gather for self-examination; let all bow in awe before the One who creates.

We approach God in reverence and wonder, rejoicing in the invitation to Holy places.

Walk humbly before God, in prayer and fasting and giving.

We seek the One who grants us life, upholding us with a willing spirit.

OPENING PRAYER                            
O God, maker of every thing and judge of all that you have made, from the dust of the earth you

have formed us and from the dust of death you would raise us up. By the redemptive power of

the cross, create in us clean hearts and put within us a new spirit, that we may repent of our sins

and lead lives worthy of your calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*HYMN Lord Who Throughout These Forty Days vs. 1-4 UMH  269

CALL TO CONFESSION  Hebrews 4:14, 16     

Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God,

let us with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace

to help us in time of need.

CONFESSION OF SIN
In the blazing light of your love, our failings are illuminated: our failure to give, our failure

to love, our failure to follow, our failure to serve, our failure to be be the people you would

have us be. Forgive us and renew us Lord. We repent of our sins. Enfold us in your arms

that we might daily know your forgiveness and healing love. In the name of Jesus we pray.

Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Jesus our Lord was handed over to death for our sins. The God who raised this same Jesus from

the dead welcomes those who truly repent in Jesus’ name and will transform us to conform to His

glory.

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:  Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

O to grace how great a debtor, daily I’m constrained to be!

Let Thy goodness like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee:

Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, Prone to leave the God I love;

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it; seal it for Thy courts above.

W E LISTEN TO GOD’S W ORD

OLD TESTAMENT READING Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

NEW  TESTAMENT READING Romans 3:20-26    2 Corinthians 5:18-21    Hebrews 12:1-3

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENTEN DISCIPLINE

THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES

Loving God, you create us from the dust of the earth; may these ashes be for us a sign of

our penitence and our mortality, and a reminder that only by the cross do we receive eternal

life in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES

*HYMN I Surrender All vs. 1-3 UMH  354

DISMISSAL W ITH BLESSING

POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you are able
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